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HAND PIECING TIPS 

 

Templates 

 To make templates trace onto A4 paper and use a 

glue stick to stick paper to cereal box or similar weight 

cardboard. Cut out the templates. Cheaper than template 

plastic. 

 Always mark your template with the following: block 

name, size of finished block, grain line arrows and an ‘R’ if 

the template needs to be reversed 

 Keep templates in a different zippy bag for each block or project  

 

Marking 

 Mark on a non-slip surface (cutting board or fine sandpaper) 

 When marking fabric use a lead pencil or thin chalk pencil (NOT blue pens) 

 Use the edge, not the point, of the pencil. 

 Extend marked lines past the corners to make a cross 

 Mark lightly as heavy marks may show through light fabrics 

 

Cutting  

 Add ¼” seam allowance either by eye balling or 

measuring and marking the seam allowance with a 

ruler. 

 Large scissors make neater cuts than tiny ones.  

 Avoid cutting extra wide seam allowances OR skinny ones.  

 Alternatively use a rotary cutter and ruler which allows you to cut an exact 

¼” seam allowance 

 Trim all points down to a ¼” from the point (anything pointier than 90 

degrees) NOW. You will be thankful you did this, later on… 
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Preparing to sew 

 Lay out block in correct order 

 Work in units, then rows  

 Avoid any seam that is a dogleg if it can be avoided.  

 

 

Sewing 

 Pinning accurately is the key to perfection 

 Use backstitches at the beginning and end of a seam 

 The pencil crosses indicate where to start and stop 

(don’t sew to the edge of the patch) 

 Use a running stitch along the pencil line, checking you are sewing on the 

line at the front and back (If your ¼” seam allowances are accurate it will 

make it easier to do this)  

 Never sew down a seam as you would for machining. Slip needle through 

the seam allowance to carry on to the next patch  

 With each new load of stitches on your needle take 1 backstitch  

 Finger press as you go 

 

Pressing 

 Press seams to one side (don’t press seams open) 

 Don’t stretch the block as you press 

 Make whirls in the centre of stars etc. where lots of 

patches meet, to avoid bulk 

 When possible press toward the darker patches 

 

Size matters! 

 Measure your block after pressing. It must measure 

the finished size plus 1/2” for seam allowances 

 If it doesn’t, you need to check your templates, 

marking or sewing lines   

 


