
MONOPRINTING AT HOME 

Monoprinting means “one good print”.  you are usually able to pull only a single good print. You can pull 

a second print, but this will be paler and is called a “ghost” print.   Monoprinting on fabric is easy with a 

few basic tools and equipment. 

A printing plate  

Printing plates can be any type as long as they are non-porous. Plexiglass, gelatine, thin sheets of 

metal, heavyweight vinyl, Styrofoam, glass or even heavyweight cardboard coated with gesso. 

 

Fabric 

Cotton, silk, sheers, anything really. Each type of fabric behaves differently and might need special 

care in the print process. Today I will work with cotton fabric. 

 

Fabric paints 

Fabric paints come in all types. Printing on fabric uses more paint than printing on paper, but you 

can use all the different types depending on what effect you hope to achieve. All fabric paint needs 

to be heat set when dry. You can use dyes as well, but you will need to thicken them for printing. 

Many brands available and many prices also. Don’t forget acrylic paints work well too. 

 

Textures 
Start collecting textured surfaces for adding that little something extra to your printing. Corrugated 
cardboard off cuts, onion bags. Orange bags, netting etc., Stencils of all kinds. Stamps or found 
objects for impressing on gelli plate. Collect leaves with great vein definition. Try long blades of grass 
or thin twigs. 
 

Rollers 

A soft brayer is very valuable but not essential. You need a tool to spread the paint on the plate, a 

soft paint roller is just as good, or if you like things textured use a paint brush. Want even more 

texture use your fingers. 

 

Apron 

Yes need I say that fabric paint does not wash out of your clothes! Gloves are good too! The paints 

do not always wash off the skin first go. 

 

Paper towels. Plastic sheeting or newspaper 

Keeps your work area clean and tidy. 

 

Highly recommended 

A journal or notebook for placing your completed monoprints in and writing down recipes and 

experiments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gelli plate recipe for a small gelli plate 

For a bigger gelli plate, you need to adjust the recipe 

 

6 tablespoons of plain gelatine 

1 ½ cups glycerine 

1 ½ cups boiling water. 

 

Combine all the ingredients in a bowl or jug. Be careful to smooth out all the lumps. Some froth 

might appear. Remove it by using a paper towel to soak it up. 

 

Pour the smooth mixture into your shaped container. Mine was a 20cm non-stick cake tin, but you 

can use anything non-stick in any shape you want that will give you the printing surface size you 

want. 

 

Any bubbles from the pouring need to be removed before the plate is set. Again, use a paper towel 

and gently remove any bubbles. 

 

Place in the fridge till set – overnight is good. 

 

Run a knife carefully around the gelli plate just as if you were releasing a stubborn cake. Lift up one 

corner – let the air in and your gelli plate should just come right out. 

 

Store your gelli plate flat. 

 

There are untold tutorials and help available on the internet. Search for Gelli printing or 

monoprinting and start having some fun. 

 


