
Prairie Points measurements – Phil Thomas 

For individual PP’s 

• select the size of square you want to make the PP (anything from 2” to 

4” square makes a good-sized PP) 

• measure the edge of the quilt 

• Guestimate how many PPs you will need by using the examples in the 

table below. You may need to fudge to fit! 

 

Size of cut 
square 

Amount needed when prairie points are overlapped by half 
(you can overlap less if preferred and use less PP’s)  

2” 1 prairie point for each inch of side measurement 
3” 1 prairie point for every 1 ½  inches of side measurement     

4” 1 prairie point for every two inches of side measurement 

                       

For continuous PP’s 

Refer to the instructions for how to make continuous PPs on the following 

pages.  These prairie points are made with 4” squares from an 8” strip of 

fabric. You can also use 3” squares from a 6” strip of fabric. Other sizes can be 

readily made using similar arithmetic. BUT you need to check which size best 

fits your quilt edge. 

• divide the length of the quilt edge (A) by the preferred square size (B) to 

check it will divide equally.  

• e.g. 36” (A) divided by 4” (B) = 9, which is an exact fit. Other 

measurements might not divide exactly but you can stretch a little to fit 



  



 



Directions for Continuous Prairie Points

 Cut a strip of fabric 8” by the width of fabric. Press wrong sides together vertically. Unfold and place on your  
 ironing board wrong side up. On one side of the fold, cut from the outside edge to the center crease every 4”.  
 On the other side, start 2” from the end, then, once again, cut from the outside edge to the center crease
 every 4”. �is cu�ing can be done using scissors or a rotary cu�er.

 �ere will be excess fabric on one or both ends of the long strip that should be cut away. Only keep the 
 complete 4” squares, not the 2” sections or any other incomplete sections at the end of the rows.

by Kim Templin

Folded Crease

Cut Away Excess Fabric

 Once the 4” sections are cut, fold them like traditional prairie points. Referring to the diagram above, start with 
square located in the top, le�-hand corner. (Remember, your fabric is 
wrong side up.) Fold the top right-hand corner down to the center crease 
and �nger press. Now, fold the le�-hand corner down to the crease. Press. 
Notice the “open �ap” on the right side of the prairie point? Your next 
triangle will slide right into this slot!

 Make the next prairie point from the �rst 4“ square on the other side of 
 the crease. �is time, fold the bo�om right-hand edge up to the crease 
 and �nger press. Now, fold the le�-hand edge up to the crease. Press.

 Tuck this prairie point into the �ap of the previous prairie point. You can pin these if you like, but it is not  
 necessary. When both rows are completely folded and each triangle is tucked neatly into the previous triangle,  
 you can baste the continuous prairie points in place using a 1/8” seam. (You will connect the prairie points to  
 your quilt using a 1/4” seam allowance, so these basting stitches will be hidden.)

To Make Prairie Points Using 2 Di�erent Colors:

 Cut two di�erent colored strips of fabric 4 1/4” by the width of fabric. With a 1/4” seam, sew these strips with  
 wrong sides together. Press open and place on your ironing board wrong side up. You will end up with an
 8” strip set. Follow the directions above.

 * �ese prairie points are made with 4” squares from an 8” strip of fabric. You can also use 3” squares from a 6” strip of fabric.
 Other sizes can be readily made using similar arithmetic. Strips can also be sewed together for longer continuous prairie points.

®

To Make Prairie Points �at Are All �e Same Color:

For more helpful quilting tips and the Double Diamond Ruler® visit Bright-Quilting-Notions.com



How to Sew Prairie Points to the Edges of a Quilt  

 

Sew prairie points to the quilt after it's been quilted. Leave about an inch and a half of 

unquilted space around the edges of the quilt. See the backing option at the bottom of the 

page before you begin. 

1. Trim the quilt batting and backing to match the quilt top. Square up the edges if 

necessary. Fold the backing and batting out of the way.  

2. Beginning at a corner, arrange the prairie points along one edge of the quilt, right 

sides together. Adjust positions as needed to balance the prairie points. Pin in place 

with straight pins. 

3. Sew the prairie points to the quilt with a 1/4" seam allowance. 

4. Sew prairie points to the remaining sides. 

5. Trim corners to reduce bulk if necessary. 

6. Flip prairie points right side up, taking the seam allowance to the back of the quilt. 

Press to help fold the backing under by 1/4", pinning it in place to cover the line of 

stitching. 

7. Blind stitch the backing in place. 

8. Add additional machine or hand quilting if necessary to fill in gaps around the outer 

edges of the quilt. 

Backing Option 

When you trim layers, leave the backing 1/4" larger on all sides than the quilt top and 

batting, and then turn under 1/2" before stitching the backing in place. 

https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/tips-to-choosing-cotton-quilt-batting-2821011
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/make-quilt-backing-from-any-fabric-2821322
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/make-your-own-pin-cushions-2977586
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/quarter-inch-seam-allowance-for-quilts-2821362
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/make-your-own-pin-cushions-2977586

